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How do you apply? 

To get the form(s), you can: 

 Ask your Social Worker. 

 Pick up copies at your local 

Service Canada office. 

 Download from: 
www.servicecanada.gc.ca 

To complete the form(s), you 

need: 

1. Each person’s name and social 

insurance numbers 

2. Form ISP3026 for GIS and/or 

Form ISP3008 for ALW.  

These forms ask for each 

person’s income (from tax 

information slips, T1 General 

Return, and Notice of 

Assessment from Revenue 

Canada) 

3. Name, address, telephone 

number, and date admitted to 

the care home or hospital. 

4. Form ISP 3040 for ‘Living 

Apart for Reasons beyond 

their Control’, signed by at 

least one of you. 

If you need help completing the 

forms, call Service Canada (have 

your social insurance number ready) 

1-800-277-9914 

Return the completed form(s) to your 

local Service Canada office or mail it 

to: 
Service Canada 

PO Box 1177 Station CSC 
Victoria, BC, V8W 2V2 

Note: It can take several weeks to 

process your application. If approved, 

you might get retroactive payments. 

To contact a Social Worker 

Your Social Worker is: 

  

Office Hours: 

  

Call for an appointment: 
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Needing to Live Apart 
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Income Support for Senior Couples Needing to Live Apart over… 

What support can you get? 

When a couple needs to live apart, 

it can be a financial burden.  

You might be eligible for income 

support if: 

 You are a married or common-

law couple, and 

 One or both of you are already 

receiving Old Age Security 

(OAS) benefits, and 

 You are forced to live apart for 

reasons beyond your control, 

and 

 This arrangement is for more 

than one month or permanent. 

When we say ‘reasons beyond 

your control’, it means one of you 

must live in a care facility such as 

a care home or hospital for 

medical reasons.  

What benefits are available? 

In addition to your OAS pension, 

there are two added OAS benefits you 

might already be receiving or qualify 

to receive: 

 Guaranteed Income Supplement 

(GIS)for those with a low income 

 Allowance (ALW) for those aged 

60 to 64 and their spouse or 

common-law partner is receiving 

OAS and eligible for GIS 

With needing to live apart, you can 

apply for more money by submitting 

the ‘Statement – Spouses or Common-

law Partners Living Apart for Reasons 

Beyond Their Control’ form. 

 
 
 
 

Why apply? 

Usually, Guaranteed Income 

Supplement and Allowance 

payments are based on your 

combined income as a couple.  

When you are forced to live apart, 

your incomes are calculated as if 

each of you were single. This does 

not mean you are getting 

separated or divorced. For all 

other purposes, your marital 

status remains unchanged. 

If one of you receives GIS and the 

other receives ALW, your 

payments might increase. 

If not already receiving these 

benefits, you might want to apply. 

You might now qualify as a ‘single 

person’. 

 

 

We strongly suggest you speak with 
an accountant who is familiar with 
your financial situation, especially how 
these added payments might impact 
your taxes. 


