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Inferior Vena Cava Filter 

 

What is an Inferior Vena Cava (IVC) filter? 

The filter is a tiny metal device that looks like an  

umbrella without the fabric. We place it in the main  

vein in your abdomen (called the Inferior Vena  

Cava). This vein drains the blood from  

the legs and lower abdomen into  

the heart. The doctor goes  

through a vein in your neck or  

groin to place the IVC filter,  

using special x-rays to position  

the filter. It takes up to 1 hour.  

What is an IVC filter used for? 

The IVC filter traps blood clots, stopping them from moving 

through your blood into your lungs.  

The most common places for a blood clot to form is in the legs 

(called deep vein thrombosis or DVT). Sometimes a clot in the 

leg or pelvis breaks off and travels to the lungs (called a 

pulmonary embolism or PE). A pulmonary embolism can 

interfere with breathing and could result in death. 

Why do I need an IVC filter? 

You either have a blood clot in your leg(s) or you are likely to 

get a blood clot in your leg(s). Your doctor feels that there is a 

good chance the blood clot could travel into your lungs.   

Normally, we treat or prevent blood clots with blood thinners 

(called anticoagulants). However, not everyone can take blood 

thinners. For some people, they could get a pulmonary 

embolism even with taking blood thinners. We use the IVC filter 

for all these people.  
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Are there any risks or possible complications? 

Any time the skin is pierced or cut, there is a chance of infection.  

Other possible problems:  

 The filter could move from its position, maybe as far as 

moving into the heart or lungs. 

 A prong of the filter could break off and travel into the  

heart or lungs.  

 One or more of the prongs could pierce the wall of the 

inferior vena cava. 

 Blood clots could collect in the filter and slow down or  

block blood flow. 

 Blood clots could form on the filter. 

 More blood clots could form in your legs. 

 You could have some bleeding at the point where the  

doctor goes through the skin.  

Does the IVC filter stay there forever? 

Most IVC filters are designed to be removed, so that they can be 

taken out when they are no longer needed.   

To reduce the chances of problems or complications, the device 

is usually taken out as soon as a pulmonary embolism is less 

likely and/or it is safe for you to take blood thinners.  

Sometimes a person has an ongoing medical condition that puts 

them at risk of pulmonary embolism. If you are one of these 

people, your doctor could decide to leave the IVC filter inside 

you permanently. 

 



3 
 

 www.fraserhealth.ca  www.providencehealthcare.org  

www.phsa.ca  www.vch.ca 

This information does not replace the advice given to you by your healthcare provider. 

February 2019 FH Catalogue #266060 To order: patienteduc.fraserhealth.ca 

 VCH Catalogue #FA.230.I541 To order: vch.eduhealth.ca  

 

When can I get my filter taken out? 

Usually, your doctor tries to take out your IVC filter while you 

are still in hospital. If the filter is taken out before you leave the 

hospital, you won’t need to see any specialists about the filter. 

If the filter is not taken out before you leave the hospital, make 

sure you have been referred to see an internal medicine 

specialist or blood specialist (hematologist) in an Outpatient 

Clinic in your area. 

The specialist will see you, review your health history and 

medications, and decide if the filter should be taken out.  

The specialist will talk with you about the benefits and risk of 

removing the filter versus leaving it in place. If the plan is to 

remove the filter, the Clinic arranges for the filter to be taken 

out. 

 

Outpatient Clinic contact information for your doctor: 
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