
 

www.fraserhealth.ca  www.providencehealthcare.org  www.phsa.ca  www.vch.ca 

This information does not replace the advice given to you by your healthcare provider. 

January 2023 FH Catalogue #267866 To order: patienteduc.fraserhealth.ca 

 VCH/PHC Catalogue #FD.723.M34 To order: vch.eduhealth.ca 

 
Page 1 of 1 

 

 

 

Magnetic Resonance Information (MRI) 
for Patients with Non-Conditional Implantable Cardiac Electronic Device (ICED) 
 
A radiologist reviewed your doctor’s request 

and has suggested a Magnetic Resonance 

Imaging (MRI) exam. The MRI scan is the most 

appropriate exam for you and helps give 

answers for you and your doctor.  

We are giving you information about this 

procedure because you have an implantable 

cardiac electronic device (ICED) (permanent 

pacemaker or implantable cardioverter 

defibrillator) that has not been designed to 

operate in the MRI scanner. We want you to 

make an informed decision about consent to 

this scan.   

Is it safe? 

We now know that it is safe to perform this 

scan if patients meet certain criteria. Our 

hospital has set up a process that allows us to 

identify patients with an ICED who can safely 

have an MRI scan.   

What happens during the exam? 

A pacemaker technologist will program your 

device before and after the MRI scan. During 

the scan, the pacemaker technologist will be 

monitoring your vital signs. The MRI 

technologist speaks with you through the 

intercom to make you are comfortable during 

the entire exam. The exam will be 30 minutes 

to one hour. 

What are the risks? 

 Device failure requiring replacement 

 Your heart does not respond to the 
device (loss of capture) 

 The device has a problem detecting 
your heart signal (loss of sensing) 

 You have heart beat is not normal 
(arrhythmia) 

 The device resets (power on resets) 

 The device battery life changes 

 The device has setting changes  
 

The MagnaSafe Registry was a large research 

study that assessed the risk of an MRI scan in 

patients with an implanted pacemaker or 

defibrillator. Over 1,000 patients were included. 

The MagnaSafe Registry and other major 

reviewed studies (including more than 5,000 

patients) showed that no deaths, device 

failures, generator, lead replacements, or 

significant heart rhythms that were not normal 

happened during the scans.  

 

 


