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How can I reduce my chances of a 
reaction? 

 Allergies – Your doctor needs to 

know if you are allergic to anything 

such as foods, preservatives, and 

dyes. Also if you have ever had an 

allergic reaction to Immune Globulin 

in the past. Hives, itching, and 

swelling are common signs of an 

allergy. 

 Medicines and vaccinations – Make 

sure you tell your doctor about any 

recent vaccinations as well as all the 

medicines you are taking. This 

includes herbal and natural remedies 

and supplements. Medicines and/or 

vaccinations could affect how the 

immune globulin works and the 

other way around. 

 Blood clots – Tell your doctor if you 

have ever had a blood clot. This can 

increase the chances of you getting a 

blood clot from the treatment. 

 Pregnancy – talk with your doctor 

about using SCIg if you are pregnant 

or think you might be pregnant. 

 Breastfeeding – It is not known 

whether immune globulin passes 

through breast milk. Mothers who 

are getting this treatment and want 

to breastfeed should talk with their 

doctor. 

Why choose SCIg? 

Treating a primary or secondary immune 

deficiency can take up a lot of your time, 

especially if you have to go to the 

hospital for intravenous immune 

globulin. You have greater freedom and 

flexibility when you inject subcutaneous 

immune globulin. SCIg allows you to: 

 Plan your treatments around your life; 

not your life around your treatments. 

 Remain active while you give yourself 

the SCIg. 

 Take your treatment with you when 

you travel. 

Note: If you plan to spend more than 

3 months in a row outside of Canada, 

check with your doctor or nurse. 

There is a limit to how much SCIg you 

can take with you. 

 

How to get SCIg 

Your specialist doctor completes a form 

and faxes it to our offices. 

JPOCSC Central Intake 

 Form physicians.fraserhealth.ca 

 Fax to 604-653-9701 
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Subcutaneous Immune Globulin (SCIg) – Home Infusion over… 

What is ‘immune globulin’? 

In our blood, we have white blood cells 

and antibodies. Antibodies are special 

proteins called immune globulin. 

Together, they find and destroy germs 

such as bacteria and viruses, protecting 

our bodies from infection. Sometimes our 

natural antibodies are not enough to fight 

the infection. 

Immune globulin (Ig) is a blood product. 

It is made from plasma collected from 

human blood donors.  

Why is this blood product given? 

Immune globulin is often given to people 

whose bodies cannot make their own 

antibodies properly. If a person is born 

not making enough antibodies, it is called 

a primary immune deficiency or P.I.D. If 

a person’s body stops or reduces making 

antibodies because of chemotherapy or 

other therapies that suppress their 

immune system, it is called secondary (or 

acquired) immune deficiency or S.I.D. 

Before beginning treatment, your doctor 

explains the treatment, why is being 

given to you, the benefits and risks, and 

other possible options. You will be asked 

to sign a consent form which says you 

understand the need for the treatment 

and the possible reactions, and that you 

agree with the treatment. 

How is immune globulin given? 

This treatment can be done in a day clinic 

or in your own home.  

You or your caregiver puts a small needle 

just under the surface of your skin. We 

call this a ‘subcutaneous’ needle. The skin 

on your stomach or one of your thighs 

works best for this. 

Immune globulin is injected through the 

subcutaneous (or S.C.) needle. This is 

why we call it ‘SCIg’. 

The clinic nurse teaches you how to insert 

the needle and how to inject the Immune 

Globulin. This takes a few lessons. We 

want to make sure you feel ready to do 

this treatment by yourself and can do it 

safely.  

While on this treatment, the clinic nurse 

continues to check on you and answer 

your questions. 

Is this blood product safe? 

Yes. Immune globulin is considered one 

of the safer blood products. The chances 

of getting an infection from immune 

globulin are extremely small. People are 

carefully tested before they can donate 

blood. Also, as part of making immune 

globulin, it is treated to remove bacteria 

and viruses (such as hepatitis and HIV). 

Are there any side effects to getting 
this treatment? 

Common side effects can include 

headache, feeling hot, feeling sick to the 

stomach, diarrhea, sore throat, rash, a 

cough, and/or pain. Usually the effects 

are mild and do not last long.  

Some people get a reaction where the 

needle goes through the skin. You might 

notice redness, swelling, itching, and 

tenderness. These are usually mild and 

go away within 24 to 48 hours. 

If you notice any of these effects, tell 

your nurse or doctor. They can tell you 

how to reduce or relieve these effects. 

Serious reactions are rare but have been 

known to happen. These include: 

- blood clots (a clump of blood cells 

that blocks blood flow) 

- allergic reaction 

Your doctor reviews your medical 

history to see if you might be at risk for 

a serious reaction. 


